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The         PREFACE. 


WHEN  firft,  of  a  thoufand  times,  I  read  thefe  curious 
epiltles,  which  here  I  confecrate  to  rhime  and  immortality, 
when  I  found  them  equally  fraught  with  hiftorical  truth, 
as  with  political  wifJom  ;  equally  diftinguifhed  for  elegance  of  man.- 
ners,  and  accuracy  of  ftyle,  I  lamented,  that  they  were  compofed  of 
perifhable,  profaick  materials.  With  what  fincere  concern  did  I  re^ 
fled,  that  they  muft  foon,  too  foon  !  be  loft  to  remembrance,  or  be 
fent,  in  their  news-papers,  perhaps,  to  yamaica,  to  exercife  the  cri- 
ticifm  of  fugar-planters,  Negroes,  and  Creolians  ?  I  deplored  the  fate 
of  the  great  man,  to  whom  the  fecond  letter  is  addrefled,  whofe  good 
fame,  o  tempora,  o  mores  !  is  hardly  likely  to  furvive  his  virtue,  even 
in  a  monument,  ereded  to  the  viro  immortali. 

I  considered  from  whence  this  calamity  could  arife,  and  I  was 
immediately  convinced,  that  if  Homer  had  written  the  wrath  of  Achif- 
les,  or  Virgil  the  loves  of  Dido  in  profe,  the  hero  and  the  heroine 
muft  have  long  fince  experienced  the  common  fate  of  mortality.  The 
Mufes,  the  Mufes  alone  have  the  privelege  of  giving  immortality, 
Mufa  vetat  mori.  Yet  even  the  Mufes  cannot  give  it  in  profe.  Shall 
it  then  hereafter  be  faid,  that  two  fuch  perfonages,  as  thefe  writers 

B  appear. 


I  "  ] 

appear  to  be  in  each  other's  Letters ;  fo  emhiently  diftinguiflied  for 
their  inteority,  patriotifm,  abilities,  and  how  tender  is  the  expreflion ! 
for  their  kind  friendpnp,  (^  lliall  they  die,  like  mere  mortals,  quia  ca- 
rent  •vatefacro  ;  becaufe.  No  bard  had  they  to  make  all  time  their  own  ? 

Animated  by  thefe,  and  other  relleftions,  equally  powerful,  I  de- 
termined to  fnatch  thefe  charming  letters  from  oblivion  ;  to  give  them 
to  immortality,  by  doing  them  into  verfe,  as  nearly  as  the  different 
idioms  of  profe  and  poetry  can  allow  ;  and  then  to  place  them  in 
friendly  oppofition  to  each  other,  like  pictures  hung  in  contraft  to 
illuftrate  each  other's  beauties. 

That  they  are  equally  fufceptible  of  all  the  moft  luxurious  orna- 
ments of  poetry,  every  critick  muft  allow ;  nor,  if  he  be  a  critick  of 
any  tolerable  fagacity,  can  he  helitate,  even  a  moment,  in  pronounc- 
ino-,   that  they  are  the  works  of  the  fame   mafter.     Is  there  not  the 
fame  cverlafting  length  of  period,   the  fame  manly  difregard  to  gram- 
mar ;    the  fame  loofe,  unconnefted  texture  of  expreffion  ;  the  fame 
inconclufive,    unconfequential  reafoning,   fo  peculiarly    fitted   to   the 
freedom  and  eafe  of  epiftolary  writing  ?  Beauties,  like  thefe,  it  is  con- 
feffed,  have  a  kind  of  originality,  which  it  is  almoft  impoflTible  to  pre- 
ferve  in  a  tranflation.     Yet  the  reader  will  find,  it  hath  been  boldly 
attempted,  and  his  candour  will  determine,  I  hope,  not  unfavourably, 
of  the  fuccefs. 

In  an  humble  confcioufnefs  of  having  merited  that  fuccefs  by  the  fide- 
lity of  this  tranflation,  I  fhall  venture  to  afTcrt,  what  few  modern  tranf- 
lators  can  prefume  to  afTert,  that  it  fometimes  rifes  fjperior,  in  fublimity 
and  bca-uty,  even  to  the  original.     This  fuperiority,  no  doubt,  proceeds 

f)  Vid.  Mr.  P--t"s  Letter. 

from 
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from  a  fecrct  charm,  that  in  general,  animates  the  language  of  poetry, 
and  particularly  from  the  harmony  of  the  numbers,  which  I  have,  not 
injudicloully,  chofen.  Be  it  knov/n,  therefore  to  all  our- minor 
poets,  that  doggrel  is  the  proper  meafure  for  the  fublime  ideas  of 
modern  patriotifm,  panegyrick  and  addreffes,  of  which  I  fhall  con- 
vince the  world,  as  foon  as  a  certain  addrefs  to  his  AT — v,  I  bc<r 
pardon,  I  mean  to  his  minifter,  fhall  make  its  appearance. 

But  not  panegyrick  alone,  nor  patriotifm  have  their  proper  and 
peculiar  meafures  in  poetry.  When  the  ladies  write  love  letters,  all 
the  numbers  are  elegiack.  When  cur  patriot-commoner  raifes  his  voice 
to  affert  the  rights  -of  the  people ;  to  deplore  the  errour  of  adminllK 
ration,  or  to  vindicate  his  own  injured  reputation  from  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  credulity  and  calumny,  his  didion  inltantly  affumes  the 
pomp  of  blank  verfe.  Laftly,  when  Mr.  P—t  and  jVlr.  B— d  oblige 
the  world  with  a  private  publick  correfpondence ,  the  mutual  ac- 
knowledgments of  each  other's  merit ;  their  kind  profefilons  of  fricnd- 
ihip  and  efteem  naturally  fink  together  into  doggrel. 

However,  I  am  in  chriftian  charily;  I  bear  no  malice  to  profe  or 
profemen.  I  think  it  falls  down  very  naturally  in  notes,  remarks  and 
annotations  to  the  bottom  of  the  page.  Witnefs  dodor  W— n's  two 
huge  coloumns  of  criticifm  to  fupport  and  explain  two  lines  of  Mr. 
Pope's  poetry.  In  humble  imitation  of  this  right-reverend  canonill 
in  criticifm,  I  have  bottomed  my  pages  with  notes  variorum.  I  do  not 
mean  the  varioruvi  of  perfons  only,  but  of  learning,  morality,  cri- 
ticifm, politicks,  and  panegyrick.  I  confefs,  I  have  almoin  exhaufted 
my  common  place-book ;  no  matter ;  I  fliall  eafily  fill  it  ao-ain  with 
iquotations  of  learning  from  our  illuftrious  moderns,  and  maxims  of 
poiidcks  from  the  common  council  at  Guildhall. 

The 


[     iv     ] 

The  publick,  no  doubt,  ingratitude,  as  well  as  curiofity,  will  ex-- 
i)e6t  to  be  informed,  who  and  what  are  the  writers,  to  whom  they 
are  obli"-ed  for  thefe  letteis  :  who  have  publifhed  them  for  their  own 
(pontaneoin  bounty,  utifoHcited,  and  unmerited,  as  the  penfion  of  Kings  : 

who  is  this  right  honourable  perfon,  and  his  friend  Mr.  :  this 

plus  Mneas  and  his  Jidus  Achiates ;  this  fecond  Sir  James  H — s,  who 
vouches  for  the  fentiraents  of  the  city. 

The  laft  Hao-ue  Gazette  has  tranllated  one  of  thefe  letters  into  French, 
and  aiTures  us,  that  it  is  writen  by  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Pitt  to  the^ 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,    whom  it  frequently  ftyles,    Mon  chek. 
Monsieur.     It  likewife  informs  us,  that  iMr.  Pitt,  although  difmifTed 
from  his  Office,  yet  regularly  attends  the  frequent  Councils  held  at 
Court.     But  as  we  have  fome  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  intelligence 
is  a  little  premature ;  that  it  is,  at  prefent,  and  probably  will  be  for 
ever  a  miftake,  we  may  therefore  believe,  there  may  poffibly  be  fome 
mirtake  in  the  other  inftance.    If  indeed  it  were  only  a  trivial  anachron- 
ifm,  in  calling  Mr.  B — d,  my  Lord  ;    or  might  we  think  it  pro*- 
phetick  of  the  next  Year's  Mayorality,   then  would  I  cry  out  with  Co» 
reo^o-io,    /  too  am  a  Fainter^ 

Then  fhould  creolian  B — d,  like  himfeff. 
Start  from  the  Canvas  in  his  Native  Hues, 
The  bronze  tartarean,   and  Jamaica  Tint, 
Sun-burnt  and  deep  enamell'd, 

Then  lliould  he  ftand  in  Oratorial  Attitude,  haranguing,  loud.  Mis  and 
his  Friend's  fifteen  Aldermen  ;  their  hundred  common-council. 

But  to  my  tafk  adventurous.     Cafta,  0,  Lucina,  fave.  Diva,  prom 

ducas  f^tclem,  and  give  the  fpringing  birth  to  light, 

■^  A  LETTER 


A  LETTER   from  a  Right  Honourable 

Perfon  to in  the  City,   faithfully    done 

into  Yerfe,  6^V. 

Dear   Sir, 

[  I  ]  Having  found  with  Surprife,  that  my  late  [  2  ]  Refignation, 
Both  in  Manner  and  Caufe,   by  [  3  ]  A-Iifreprefentation 
Hath  been  grofsly  abus'd ;  that  his  Majelly's  Grace, 
Which  foUow'dj  [  4  ]  fponfmieous,  my  quitting  my  Place, 


Hath 


NOTES. 


[  I  ]  Finding  with  Surprife.  Original. 
Voyant  a  mon  grand  etonnernent^  fays  tiie 
Hague  Gazette.  How  does  a  Dutch,  or 
a  French  man  dare  to  tranflate  theWritings 
of  our  B:  itifh  Minifter  ?  Can  they  have 
any  Conception  of  his  fubiime  Ideas  ?  He 
has  expreffed,  by  the  Word  Jurprife,  the 
gentleft  emotion  of  the  human  Heart ;  while 
that  of  etonnement  implies  not  only  a  tur- 
bulence of  Paffion,  but  a  Diforder  of  the 
Underftanding,  unworthy  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable Perfon.  Nil  admirari  is  the  motto 
of  a  great  Man. 

Monitor. 

[  2  ]  Refignation.  Why  Refignation  .'  I 
hate  the  Word.  No  ;  it  was  an  envious, 
milignant  Faction,  at  a  certain  Board,  that 
forced  from  his  Majefty's  Conutils  the  only 


Perfon,  capable  of  direfling  them  ;  that 
compelled  liim  to  quit  the  Service  of  the 
Publick.  His  Advice  was  rejcdled.  The 
Plans  he  had  formed,  and  the  Meafurcs  he 
had  calculated  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation, 
were  oppofed.  After  all  his  Labours  of  Fi- 
delity and  Succefs,  a  Peace,  difhonourable 
no  doubt,  and  difadvantageous,  was  to  be 
concluded.  He  therefore  prudently  quitted 
an  Employment,  where  he  could  not  con- 
tinue with  Honour,  and  where  neither  his 
Abilities,  nor  liis  Integrity  could  be  any 
longer  ferviceable  to  his  Country. 

Vox   PoPULI. 

[  3  ]  ^^  S''o/'b  mifreprefented  k^c.    Ori- 
ginal :  font  deguifcs  a  la  ville.     Hague  Ga- 
zette. What  a  cold  Expreflion  of  that  ani- 
mated Indignation,  which  fiies  the  OriginalT 
C  Grefsl^ 


[     6     ] 

Hath  been  flander'd  moft  bafely,  and  vilely  perverted 
To  a  [  5  ]  Bargain,  for  having  the  Publick  deferted. 
The  Truth  of  thefe  Fa£ts  I  am  forc'd  to  proclaim, 
[  6  ]  And  the  Manner,  no  Gentleman  furely  will  blame. 

NOTES. 


That 


Grojily  mijreprefented!  In  thefe  two  Words, 
he  proves  his  Integrity,  juftifies  his  Condu£t, 
and  vindicates  the  Confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
Worth.  What  Ideas  are  thefe !  What 
Power  of  Language  !  No  wonder,  that  the 
French  Tongue  flioula  fink  under  fuch  im- 
agery, when  the  French  Monarchy  has 
already  fur.k  under  his  Abilities,  and  the 
Weight  of  his  Adminiftration, 

Monitor. 

[  4  ]  Spontaneous.  That  the  King's 
Bounty  was  uncontrouled,  uninfluenced, 
and  freely  flowing  from  the  munificence 
of  hi;  own  Nature,  no  Man  ever  doubted  ; 
none  ever  denied.  Such,  we  apprehend,  is 
the  Meaning  of  the  Word  fpontaneous.  To 
fjy,  that  this  Bounty  was  unmerited,  is  in- 
deed a  Compliment  juftly  paid  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Gentrofity,  though  paid,  perhaps, 
not  without  fome  Reproach  to  his  Difcern- 
ment.  That  it  was  unJoVuited,  is  urged 
rather  too  incautioufly,  and  may  hereafter 
admit  of  a  Difpute.  Happy  for  the  right 
honourable  Perfon  had  he  refled  his  De- 
fence, in  this  Article  of  it,  upon  the  na- 
tural Goodnefs  of  his  Prince.  A  grateful 
People  would  have  unanimcufly  acknow- 
ledged the  Juftice  of  his  Plea. 

AtL  THE  Commentators  in  all  the 
Languages  of  Europe. 


[  5  ]  Traduced  as  a  Bargain.  Yes,  an  in- 
famous, betraying  Bargain.  Princes,  how- 
ever bounteous  and  munificent;  however 
naturally  inclined  to  Acts  of  Grace  and  Fa- 
vour, are  not  apt  to  reward  the  Perfon, 
who  refufes  to  ferve  them,  and,  with  fome 
very  difobliging  Circumftances  ,  refufes. 
There  muft,  therefore,  fuch  is  the  flrong 
Conclufion,  have  been  fome  fecret  Merit  in 
this,  otherwife  unaccountable,  Refignation, 
and  more  than  Royal  Bounty  in  this  Grant 
of  Penfions  and  Honours. 

The  Test. 

[  6  ]  And  the  Manner.  In  the  Original,  in 
a  manner,  which  I  am  Jure  no  Gentleman 
will  contradi{t.  How  greatly  has  thcEnglifh 
Language,  as  well  as  the  Englifh  Nation, 
been  obliged  to  the  Writer  of  thisEpiflle! 
How  many  new  Words,  or  new  Meanings 
for  old  ones;  how  many  new  Modes  of  Ex- 
preflion  has  he  introduced  into  it !  How  is 
it  poilible,  therefore,  to  mention  either  him 
or  them  without  a  Note  of  Admiration  ! 

With  regard  to  the  Inflance  before  us; 
to  contradiif  the  Aflertion  of  an  Opinion, 
a  Fad,  a  Truth  or  Falfliood,  by  afierting  the 
contrary,  is  the  conftant  Meaning  and  Ufage 
of  the  word.  This  contradiiling  ihs  manner 
is  totally  new  to  our  Language.  The 
French  Tranflator,  no  wonder,  hath  wholly 

loft 
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[y]  That  I,  and  the  Council  were  of  different  Opinions 
Of  Importance  to  Britain,  her  Crown  and  Dominions, 
Regarding  the  Meafures  we  fhoiild  take  againft  Spain 
(Yet  pray,  my  dear   Sir,  nnderftand  what  I  mean) 
Not  founded  on  what  fhe  may  now  be  defigning. 
But  what  fhe  has  done,  was  my  caufe  for  refigning. 

[  8  ]   Lord  Temple  and  I  fubmitted  in  writing. 
And  fign'd  by  us  both,  our  Projed  for  fighting, 

NOTES. 


But 


loft  the  elegant  jargon  of  the  original  ex- 
preflion  and  ideas,  when  he  renders  it, 
d'une  ma  nitre  f  qui  ne  rcpugne  nulUment  a 
la  probite,  A  manner  by  no  means  repugnant 
to  probity.  Our  Englifli  tranflator,  too, 
has  loft  the  fpirit  of  the  fentiment  by  coldly 
endeavouring  to  make  it  intelligible.  The 
manner  no  genlfeman  furely  will  blame. 

Critical  Review. 

[  7  ]  Tliat  I  and  the  Council.  I  will  not 
interrupt  my  Reader's  good  Humour,  or 
damp  my  own  Spirit  of  Poetry,  or  lofe  the 
Pieafure  of  contemplating,  admiring,  and 
critirifing  thefe  excellent  Epiftlcs,  by  en- 
tering, atprefent,  into  a  grave  Inquiry  into 
the  Honourable  Gentleman's  Reafons  for 
refigning.  If  any  of  my  readers,  however, 
are  impatient  to  fee  this  Affair  fet  in  its  true 
Light,  and  confidered,  in  all  its  Circum- 
■ftances,  with  that  Attention  it  certainly 
deferves,  they  may  find,  at  the  latter  end 
of  this  Work,  their  Curiofity  fufficiently 
gratified. 

The  Translator. 


[  8  ]  Lord  Temple.    Le  Lord  Tem- 
ple, fi)'s  the  Gazette but  why  not  in 

capital  Letters.  What  an  Indignity  to 
the  noble  Lord  ?  Correal  it  therefore,  all 
ye  Readers,  of  Delicacy  and  Tafte,  ac- 
cording to  the  Honour,  with  which  the 
Great  man  honours  his  Lordfhip,  and  read 
with  the  Oiiginal,  Lord  Temple  &  moi 
avons  founiis  tres  huwblement  au  Roi  nos 
fentimens  &  flgnc's  de  noire  tr.aiu.  What 
a  Parcel  of  Blunders  are  here  ?  To  con- 
troul  his  Majefty's  Prerogative  ;  to  take 
from  Him  his  piivate  Right  of  judging; 
to  govern  his  Council,  aiid  to  guide  his 
Meafures,  thefe  were,  indeed,  their  mojl 
bumble  Sentiments ;  but  where  did  this 
Tranflator  find  their  tres  humblement;  their 
Humility  of  fubmittitig  thefe  Sentiments  to 
THE  BEST   OF  SOVEREIGNS?  Then  the 

fignes  de  mtre  main what  a  miferable 

Tranflation  of  that  Hardinefs  of  ExprefTion, 
fuperior  to  the  formal  Rules  of  Grammar, 
IVe  fubmitted  in  Writing,  and  figned  by  us  / 
But  all  the  Men  of  Leariiino-  among  the 
French  are  now  fludying  our  Language, 

and 
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But  as  the  whole  Council  againft  us  combin'd. 
On  the  fifth  of  this  inftant  the  Seals  I  refign'd. 
That  I  might  not  hereafter  for  meafures  be  try'd, 
[  9  ]  Which  I  was  not  allow 'd  any  longer  to  guide. 
Moft  gracious  the  Marks  of  the  King's  Approbation, 
[  lo  ]  That  foUow'd,  not  went  before  my  Refignation, 

NOTES. 


No 


and   will  here.'.fter  be   fenfible  of   the  un- 
tranflalable  Beauties  of  this  divine  Epifile. 
Critical  Review. 

Ah  !  Poor  Lord  Temple  !  When,  ac- 
cording to  a  facetious  Friend  cf  mine,  he 
had  opened  the  Sentence  in  io  capital 
a  Manner,  he  ought  furely  to  have  held 
his  Dignity  to  the  End  of  it.  If  I  re- 
member rightly,  his  Lordfhip  too  has  re- 
ijgned.  Was  there  then  no  fecret  Merit 
in  his  Refignarion,  that  might  entitle  Him 
to  the  Honour  of  a  Penfion,  or  was  hs  in- 
troduced h:re,  infignifrcanly  as  into  the 
Cabinet,   tantum  ut  exiret  ? 

The  Test, 

[  9  ]  ^^^^'(^  J  ^^^  "*  longer  Sic,  We 
have  in  this  PafTage  an  inconteftable  Proof 
of  the  Precipitation,  with  which  this  Letter 
was  given  to  the  Publick  :  a  remainder, 
perhaps,  of  that  Spirit,  which  hurried  the 
Gentleman  to  refign.  In  the  laft  Sentence, 
a  Difference  of  Opu.ion  was  the  Caiij'e  of  m>^ 
Tfftgning  the  Seals  ;  but  here,  /  refigned  the 

Seals in   Order,  not   to  remain   rej- 

ponjsble,  5ic. 

We  do  not  mention  thefe  Miftakes   in 
any   Sufpicion   of   the   Right  Honourable 


Perfon's  Veracity.  He  hath  given  the 
World  a  moft  convincing  Proof  of  K\s- 
Zeid  (or  the  Honour  cf  Truth,  by  divulging 
thofe    Secrets ,    which  ,    he    was  engaged 

never  to  reveal ,  without  his  M y's 

Permiflion. 

Impartial. 

[  10  ]  Followed  my  Refignation.  Hovst 
pitiable  is  it,  to  fee  a  great  Man  in  the 
Diftrefs  of  endeavouring  to  vindicate  his- 
Reputation  by  nice  and  fubtle  DiHindions; 
or  palliating  an  infamous  Bargain  with 
trivial  Circumfiances  of  to  day,  and  to 
morrow  ! 

Humanity. 

What  does  this  impertinent  Critick  mean 
by   his  pitiable;    a   Term,    that   imph'es 
more  of  Contempt,  than  Compaffion  ?  Is 
this  the  Tendernefs  to  human  Frailty,  for 
which  he  affumes  the  Title  of  Hi/manity? 
But  to  whom  is  the  Gentleman  fuppofed 
to  make  thefe  fubtle,  thefe  palliating  Dif- 
tin£tions  ?  To  whom  is  he  refponfible  for 
having  grccioiifiy  and   gratefully   accepted 
thefe  Honours  and  Penfions  ;  the  fpontaneeus 
marks  of  his   M  — —  ty's  Bounty  I    Cer- 
tainly not  to  the  ?eoplc.     It  were  an  In- 
dignity 


[     9     J 
No  Merit  I  boafted,  no  Penfion  I  crav'J, 
Yet  with  Pride,   from  the   befl  of  all  "Sovereigns,   receiv'd. 

For  the  Honour  of  Truth  I  thefe  Matters  exj^Iain, 

Nor  any  Man's .  Confidence  w'lfh  to  regain. 

Who  with  a  Credulit)',   weak  as  unjuft, 

Can  fufpefl:  one  of  bafcly  betraying  liis  Truft, 

Who  long  ferv'd  his  Country  with  Zeal  and  fuccefs, 

[  1 1  ]  And  rais'd  her  to  glory  from  Shame  and  Diftrefs ; 

Who  juilly  the  candid  and  upright  reveres. 

But  the  bafe  and  capricious  nor  values,  nor  fears. 

I  beg,  my  dear  Sir,  my  beft  Thanks  you'll  receive 

For  all  your  [12]  kind  Friendfiip,  and  always  believe, 

That  I  am,  6cc.  &c.  6cc. 

NOTES. 


dignity  to  Virtue;  a  betraying  her  facred 
Interefts  ;  for  Horace  hath  long  fince  de- 
termined, that  Virtue 

Nic  j'umit,  nec  psnit  fecures 

Arbltrlo  popularis  aura. 

With  regard  to  his  Penfion,  why  (houlJ 
it  be  expected,  that  this  Gentleman  fhould 
make  himfelf  the  fingle  romantick  In- 
fiance  of  being  virtuous  for  nothing  ? 
^uis    cnim    virtutcm    amplcSl'ttur    ipfam , 

Pramia  ft  toUas  ?  Did  not  Sir  T s 

R n,  and  L^  H and 5<c. 

refign  for  their  Penfions  ?  Or  lock  upon 
the  Lift  of  Irifli  Patriots  and  Pcnfioners, 
then  tell  me,  Critick,  whether  Penfions 
can  be  infamous. 

CtASSICKS    AND    HiSTORY, 


The  Gentleman  hath  lately  given  us 
another  Diflinftion  :  that  he  did  not  refign, 
becaufe  he  was  not  allowed  to  guide,  but 
becaufe  he  would  not  be  refponfible  for 
Mcafures,  which  he  was  no  longer  allowed 
to  £uide.  This  Diftinftion,  I  confefs,  is 
too  fubtle  for  my  Underftanding. 

SiMPLiciry. 

[11]   Jnd  rais'd  her  to  glory  isfc.    This 
Line,    it  is  acknowledged,    is   not  in   the 
Original.     It  is  given  to  the  Gentleman's 
fingular  Modefty  in  fpeaking  of  Himrdf. 
Translator. 

[  12  ]  Kind  Friend/hip.  How  amiable 
are  thefe  acknowledgments  in  a  great 
Man  !  In  general,  if  Ingratitude  be  all  the 
vices,  ingratum  fi  dixeriSy  then  certainly 
D  Gratitude 


[      10     ] 
NOTES. 


Gratitude  is  all  the  Virtues.  But  v/hat 
Obligations,  what  proofs  of  this  kind  Fr'und- 
J))ip  could  our  great  Man  have  received 
from  the  Gentleman,  to  whom  this  Letter 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  written,  except 
the  following  Specimen  of  his  Genius  for 
Panegyrick  may  be  deemed  an  Obligation  ? 
It  has  not  yet  been  given  to  the  Publick, 
but  whoever  is  the  leaft  acquainted  with 
him,  will  acknowledge  it  to  be  genuine. 
Indeed  his  Manner,  his  Language,  and  his 
Elocution  are  all  equally  inimitable.  If  is 
only  neceflary  to  inform  my  Readers,  that 
the  Speech,  from  which  this  little  Extradt 
is  taken,  was  pronounced  upon  the  Mo- 
tion, made  by  the  Minifter  for  ereding 
a  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  General 
Wolfe. 

Sir, 
"  I  have  liftened  to  every  Word,  that 
"  /^ay/"^// from  my  honourable  Friend,  and 
*'  I  rife  up  to  fecond  his  motion.  It  were 
"  Prefumption  in  me,  or  in  any  Man,  to 
•'  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what  he  has 


*'  faid  on  this  melancholy  Occiflon.  But 
"  while  I  feel  for  the  General,  I  alfo  feel 
*'  for  the  Minifler,  who  called  him  forth 
"  to  this  Expedition.  Here  was  no  Par- 
"  liamentary  Interefls,  no  family  Con- 
"  nexlons,  no  ariftocratical  Views.  Noj 
"  nothing  of  ti^at  tiiere  Kind,  Wolfe  was 
"  made  for  the  Statefman,  and  the  States- 
"  man  was  made  for  Wolfe.  There  were 
"■  many  Circumftances  fimilar  betweea 
"  thtm.  AVolfe  had  Gentlenefs  and  Mo- 
"  defly  ;  fo  had  the  Minifter.  Wolfe  loft 
"  his  Life,  and  the  Minifter  has  hazarded 
•'  his  Head,  for  his  Country.  I  had  not 
"  the  Honour  of  being  acquainted  with 
"  General  Wolfe,  but  I  never  faw  any 
"  Man   look    more  like  a  Soldier.      He 

"  was  a  Soldier,  and  a  Soldier's  Friend 

*'  I  confefs.  Sir,  I  am  much  embarrafTed,— 
"  and  yet  —  I  am  not  ufually  much  em« 
"  barrafTed." 

Here  the  affembly,  as  forry  as  they  were, 
burlt  out  a  laughing. 


END    of  the  firft  LETTER. 


« ■!>•  m 


The 


The  following  Letter  was  generouilv  communi- 
cated to  us  by  the  Writer  himfelf. 


Dear    Sir, 

[i]  The  City  of  London  muft  for  ever  forget, 

Or  always  remember.  They  are  much  in  Your  Debt, 

NOTES. 


And 


[  I  j  T/ie  City   of  London.      What   an 
Opening  is  here  !     The  vajhque  immanis 
hratu  is  nothing  to  it.  How  alarming  !  How 
full  of  Expectation  !  Criticks  may  tell  us  of 
the  modeft  Opening  befitting    an   Epick 
Poem,  but  if  Ariftotle  were  to  rife  from  the 
Dead,  and  give  us  Rules  for  epiftolary  Wri- 
ting,   he  would  take  from  this  Example, 
the  pathetick,  animating  Spirit  of  beginning 
all  future  Letters.    The  City  of  Lon- 
don !  that  is,  the  Capital  of  the  World ; 
the  Miftrefs  of  Commerce  ;  the  Centre  of 
Trade  ;    whofs    Shopkeepers    are    Politi- 
cians ;  whofe  Aldermen  are  Inftruftors  to 
their    Reprefentatives   in  Parliament,   and 

whofe  Common-Council  Men    are . 

it    is   impoffible    to  fay,    what    they  are. 
What  Ideas  are  thefe !  What  Images  ! 

All  the  Commentators 
poJf:m  is*  univerfaliter. 


What  a  Parcel  of  ignorant  Blockheads 
are  all  the  Commentators,  part,  prefent, 
and  to  come,  with  their  pajjim  i^  univer- 
faliter, which,  for  aught  I  know,  may  be 
better  than  our  City  Latin.  Not  to  know, 
that  the  City  of  London  are  only  fifteen 
Aldermen  and  ninety  Common-Council- 
Men  '  Yet  thefe  Fellows  call  themfelves 
Criticks,  forfooth,  and  Commentators ! 

Sir  James  Hodges. 

What  !  My  old  Friend,  Sir  James,  again 
got  into  Print,  and  prefenting  us  with  the 
Key  of  Knowledge  !  Yet  his  Knighthood 
might  have  remembered,  that  fix  thoufand 
Perfons  in  Londou  vote  for  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  that  hii  City,  who  fend 
their  Jnflruflions  to  thofe  Members,  are 
very  little  more  than  one  poor,  paltry  hun- 
dred. What  then  ?  The  Secretary  acknow- 
ledges their  Auth-jrity,  and  bows  hiaifelf  to 

their 


[       12       ] 

And  that  [  2  ]  You  accepted  the  Seals,  when  the  Nation 
[3  ]  Sure  never  was  Country  in  fuch  Tribulation; 
That  our  Armies  were  beaten,  our  Navy  was  laid 
Inadive  in  Port,  and  expos'd  was  our  Trade ; 

NOTES. 


That 


their  Title.  In  one  unftoppcd  Period  of 
an  hundred  and  eighty  Words ,  brave 
Words,  indeed  !  magnanimous  and  found- 
ing, he  requefts  Sir  James  to  exprefs  his  high 
Senje  of  the  fignal  Honour  —  then,  their  con- 
defcetiding  and  favourable  Refo!ution---lhen 
once  a2:ain,  the  Honour,  which  he  receives 
with  true  Reverence  and  Gratitude,  not 
without  Confufton  at  his  own  fmall  Defer' 
lings  —  Was  there  ever  fuch  a  Farce  ? 

The   Test. 

[  2  ]  You  accepted  the  Seals.  What  Con- 
defcenfion  !  He  fuftered  himfelf  to  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  accept !  As  a  further  Proof 
of  his  Modefty,  he  informed  the  late  King, 
when  he  accepted  the  Seals,  that  he  had 
never  turned  his  Thoughts  to  ccnfider  the 
Nature  of  that  Office,  or  had  ever  read 
any  Treatife  upon  the  Subje£l.  Yet,  even 
then,  he  was  determined  not  to  accept  of 
any  other  Employment. 

Anecdote. 

[  3  ]  Never  was  Country  reduced,  isfc. 
The  Writer  here  brings  to  our  Remem- 
brance the  inglorious  State  of  our  Affairs, 
when  the  honourable  Perfon  accepted  the 
Seals.     He  fills  the  Scene  with  every  gloo- 


my, melancholy  Circumftance,  that  he 
may  afterwards  prefent  us  with  a  more 
chearful  Profpeft  of  our  Situation,  when  the 
Gentleman  refigned.  Thus  an  able  Pain- 
ter deepens  and  darkens  the  Ground  of  his 
Pidures,  to  give  a  greater  Warmth  to  his 
Colouiing,  and  a  bolder  E.elicf  to  his  Fi- 
gures. 

Taste. 

T'hefe  may,    poflibly,    be    Remarks   of 
Tafte,    with   regard   to  painting,    but  the 
Letter-Writer  might  well   have  been  for- 
given, if  he  had  a  little  lefs  wantonly  in- 
dulged himfelf  in  the  Pleafure  of  defcribing 
the  Calamities  of  his  Country.    Who  does 
not  honour  his  Friend's  Abilities,  and  ac- 
knowledge his  good  Fortune  ?  Yet  furely, 
it  was  by  no  means  neceffary  to  the  Vin- 
dication of  his  Integrity  or  Wifdom  in  re- 
figning,    to  fet  him  in  Oppofition  to  the 
noble  Duke,  who  had  the  Conduft  of  our 
Affairs  at  that  Time  of  national   Difgrace 
and  Diftrefs.     Let  it  however  be  remem- 
bered, that  our  Patriot  covered  his  Grace 
from  the  publick  Refentment  by  a  mock 
Inquiry,  and  then  joined  with  him  in  Ad- 
miniftration. 

Historical  Registsr. 


[     ^3     ] 

That  our  Credit  was  bankrupt  with  all  Correfpondcnts, 

f  4  ]  Abroad  was  Contempt,  and  at  home  was  Defpondencc. 

The  City  muft  alfo   remember  for  ever, 

That  when   you  refign'd,    our  Affairs  were  quite  clever; 

Our  Armies  triumphant,    our  Navies  viftorious, 

And  our  Trade  in  a  State,  which  it  ne'er  knew  before  us ; 

Our  Credit  reftor'd,    and  the  People  more  willing 

To  lend  you  a  Million,  than  borrow  a  Shilling; 

Our  Foes  in  Dcfpair  at  our  high   Exultation, 

[  5  ]   And  the  Neutrals  amaz'd  in  profound  Veneration. 

NOTES. 


That 


[4]  Ahead  rvas  Contempt.  After  this  juft 
and  animated  Defcription,  I  do  declare, 
I  verily  believe,  that  my  Brother,  who 
alone  raifeii  the  Nation  from  this  Diftrefs, 
is  not  only  the  greateft,  but  the  only  Man 
in  the  Kingdom  :  that  in  himfelf  he  is 
King,  Lords,  Commons,  and  Cabinet- 
council  :  that  he  is  the  Sailor's  Intrepidity, 
the  Soldier's  Courage,  and  all  the  Money 
in  the  Treafury  ;  that  he  wss  Wolfe's 
happy  Temerity,  Amherft's  Condudt,  and 
Prince  Ferdinand's  good  Fortune,  efpecial- 
Jy  at  the  Battle  of  Minden  :  that  he  was 
Anfon's  Knowledge,  Hawke's  Refolution, 
and  Keppel's  Ardour :  that  he  withdrew 
his  Spirit  from  Lord  George,  and  from  that 

Moment  his  Lordlhip  funk  into  a  C d. 

All  this,  and  more,  I  firmly  believe. 

Lord  Temple's  Creed. 

Muft  we  not  conclude   from  his  Lord- 
ihip's  Declaration  of  his  political  Faith,  fo 


folemnly  pronounced,  that  Mr.   Secretary 
had,  by   the  Power  of  his  Office,  created 
the  thirty  thoufand  Troops  he  fcnt  to  Ger- 
many,  and  coined  his  twenty  annual  Mil- 
lions, for  continental  Armie?,  Subfidics  and 
Expeditions.     How  couKi  a  Nation,  redu- 
ced to  a  State  0/  Bankruptcy,    raifc  ihJe 
Millions;    how  could   our    beaten    Armies 
reaffume  the  Courage  of  Britons  ?  Impofli- 
ble.     One  Miracle  more  we  muft  acknow- 
ledge he  has  performed.     He  has  made  Ins 
noble    Brother  equally    an   Orator    in   the 
Houfe,  and  a  Politician  in  the  Cabinet 

Credulii  y.  . 

The  Stock?,  the  great  Meafure  cf  fub- 
lick  Credit,  were  twenty  per  cent  hiiihcr, 
when  the  honourable  Perlbn  accepted  the 
Seals,  than  when  he  refigoed  them. 

Matter  or  Fact. 
[  5  ]  Amazement  and  Feneration  amon^  alt 
neutral    Nations,      Who    cculd    imagine, 
E  that 


[     H    ] 

That  tlie  French  were  reduc'd  to  Co  low  a  CondirioR,, 
As  to  fue   fox  a  Peace,  and  we  heard  their  Petition; 
But  they  were  too  haughty,  and  we  were   too  great. 
Our  fuccefTes,  too  many,  to  know  how  to  treat. 

[  6  ]   But  if  Knaves  have  taught  Fools  to  call  your  Refignatlsn- 

Betraying  your  Truft,  and  deferting  your  Station, 

(When  you  are  prevented,  alas !  from  purfLiing 

The  Meafures,  that  firill    might  preferve   us  from  Ruin)- 

If  they  in   the  Light  of  a  Penfion   reg.ard 

[  -  ]  A  Rcw  ard,  that  fcarce  merits  the  Name  of  Reward,. 

Yet 

NOTES. 


that  all  thefe  fine  Words,  nothing  but  Exul- 
tation at  home,  Confufion  and  Defpair  a- 
mong  our  Enemies,  could  end  in  our  being 
treated  by  thofe  very  Enemies,  with  Info- 
lence  and  Contempt?  The  French,  it  Teems, 
were  reduced  fo  low  as  to  fue  for  a  Peace, 
though  their  Haughtinej's  was  too  great,  and 
tur  Succejfes  too  many,  for  any  Terms  to  be 
agreed  on.  Who  can  explain  this  Jargon  ? 
Impoifible.  Such  reafoning  has  fomething 
too  abfurd  for  Laughter,  too  perplexed  to 
i>e  explained.  Whence  is  it,  that  two 
Gentlemen,  who  are  fuch  excellent  Speak- 
tts ,  can  be  fuch  lamentable  Writers  ? 
Why  did  they  not  employ  fome  of  the 
critical  Reviewer?,  why  did  they  wholly 
rely  upon  their  City  Scribe,  Sir  James  ? 
Kven  the  Monitor  could  have  exprefled 
lomething  like  a  i'lleaning  for  them.  But 
wliat  faall  be  faid  of  the  Minifter,  whofe 
Fidelity  and  Succeji  have  rendered  his  Coun- 


try thus  contemptibly  glorious,   and  thus 
impotentJy  fuccefsful  r 

Common  Sense. 

[  6  ]  But  if  Knaves  have  taught  Fools. 
The  old  Divifion  of  Mankind,  in  Matters 
of  Religion,  Politicks,  Morals,  Genius, 
Arts  and  Sciences.  All,  who  are  of  our 
Opinion,,  are  wife  and  honeft  ;  all,  who  arc 
of  a  contrary  Opinion,  areKnaves  and  Fools. 

Universal. 

[  7  ]  A  Reward,  that  fcarce  merits  ifc 
J  fsolijh  Figure,  in  the  Language  of  Po- 
lonius;  a  rhetorical  Antithefis,  for  which 
both  the  honourable  and  right  honourable 
Gentkmen  are  equally  diftinguifhed.  Yet 
this  Reward,  that,  fo  it  feems  to  this  Al- 
derman's Generofity,  fcarce  defcrvcs  th(_ 
Name  cf  Reward,  may  poflibly  coft  the 
Nation  an  hundred  thoufand  Pounds.     A 

Nation 


r  '5  J 

Vet  the  City  of  London,  from  one  End  to   t'other, 
Hope  ne'er  to  be  rank'd  among  one,   or  the  other. 

They   are  fenfible,   all   for  the  Good  of  the   Realm, 

That   You  rtill  are  on  Board,    tho'  you've   quitted  the  Helm; 

And  will  always  be  ready,  [  8  J  fpite  of  Pcnfions  and  Peerage, 

Over  Rocks,  and  through  Quickfands  to  manage  the  Steerage, 

[  9  ]  The  Crew  to   advife,  and  the  Pilot  to  guide. 

Till    fafe   in  her    Port  the    good   Vcflel   fliall  ride. 

Thefcy 
NOTES. 


Nation,  almoft  exhauftcd   by  the  profufioa 
and  Projcds  of  this  very  Minifter. 

Criticism  and  History. 

This  Reward,  I  do  affert,  was  as  in- 
con  fide  rable,  with  regard  to  his  Fortune, 
as  it  was  unequal  to  his  Merit.  This  pal- 
try three  thoufand  »p5fear  was  not  fufficient 
to  maintain  a  fet  of  Horfes.  They  mufl 
have  coft  him  three  hundred.  He  was 
■therefore  forced  to  advertife,  The  Right 
Honourable  M'  Pitt's  Sett  or  Hor- 
ses TO  BE  Sold. 

The  Monitor. 

What !  our  Patriot  Minifter,  at  laft, 
tikes  a  Reward  for  fervlng  his  Country! 
Surely,  the  very  Name  of  Patriotifm  will 
become  a  Term  of  Mockery  and  Ridicule. 
Yet  I  remember,  when  the  late  Mr  Pul- 
tencv,  after  being  the  Patriot  of  a  twenty 
year's  Oppofition,  was  buried  in  Infamy 
and  an  Earldom,  another  Haranguer  for 
Liberty  arofe,  and  was  believed.  A  People, 
who  can   lightly  give  away   theii    Con- 


fidence to  thefe  Talkers,  will'  never  want 
fuch  Patriots. 

Daily  Journal. 

[  8  ]  Penfioner  as  you  are.  Says  the  Ori- 
ginal ;  a  Liberty  of  Expreffion ,  which 
the  Tranflator  dares  not  venture.  Yet, 
however  always  vehement,  and  fometimcs 
eloquent  againft  Penfioners,  the  right  ho- 
nourable Perfon  was  never,  in  his  Heart, 
an  Enemy  to  Penfions.  Witnefs  a  Letter, 
ftill  in  Being,  to  a  noble  Duke,  and  dated 
fome  five  years  ago,  foliciting  his  Graces 
Intereft  with  his  late  Majefly  for  a  Penfion. 
Secret  History. 

jind  Peerage.  Why  was  this  moft 
honourable  Part  of  the  Reward  forgotten 
by  the  Writer  of  this  Letter  ?  Yet  with 
regard  to  this  Barony  of  Chatham,  which 
is  to  defcend  to  his  Pofterity,  what  a  noble- 
Difregard  hath  he  fhevvn  for  the  Pride  and 
Vanity  of  Titles,  by  giving  them  to  his. 
Lady  and  Son  ?  Gewgaws  fit  for  Wo.Ticn 
and  Children  ;  while  be  himfcif  continutj 

a  Com- 


[     i6    ] 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Sentiments,  zealous  and  fervent, 
[lo]  I  believe  of  the  City,  I  am  fure  of  your  Servant, 

and  moft  obedient,  &c. 

NOTES. 


a  Commoner,  and  one  of  the  People ; 
whiie  he  holds  his  Seat  among  their  Re- 
prefentatives. 

Translator. 

[  Q  ]  Tfl  warn  him  and  the  Crew.     The 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  by  their  Re- 
prcfentatives  in  Parliament  affembled,  are 
the  Crew,  fuppofed   to  be  on   board  this 
ancient  Type  of  the  Common-wealth.  But 
what  Part  will  our  Minifter  aSl  on  board 
this  imaginary  Veffe!  ?  Will  he,  who  has 
lefigned  his  Employment  from  motives  of 
Honour  and  Confcicnce  j  will  he  fit  down 
in  filent  Approbation  of  publick  Meafures, 
or  will  he,  with  his  own  diflatorial  Spirit, 
oppofe  in  Parliament,  what  he  difapproved 
in  Council  ?  Can  Honour  and  Confcience; 
can  Patriotifm  and  the  Arguments  of  Rea- 
fon,  lofe  their  eternal  Nature  by  the  tri- 
vial Alterations  of  Place,  or  Employment  ? 
But,  I  fea*,  I  am  afking  Queftions,  which 
his   Paflions,    do   not,    at   prefent,    allow 
him,  and  which  his  Judgement  never  will 
be  able,  to  anfwer. 

Anonymous. 

[  10  ]  /  believe,  of  the  City.  Let  the 
Reader  acknowledge  and  admire  our  Al- 
derman's Integrity.  Through  the  whole 
long  Length  of  his  Letter,    he  has  pofi- 


tively  affirmed,  that  thefe  are  the  Sen- 
timents of  the  City.  But  here  upon  better 
Recollection,  he  modeftly  confefles,  that 
he  only  believes. 

Candid. 

Difficult  as  it  was  and  arduous,  my  Tafk 
is  finifhed.     Let  me  then  congratulate  my 
Readers  and  myfeif,  that  wc  fhall  part  in 
the  fame  good  humour,    with  which  we 
met.     The   right   honourable  Gentleman 
and  his  Citizen  may  perhaps  bring  us  to- 
gether again    by    generoufly   obliging  the 
Publick  with  their  future  Correfpondance. 
Neither  do  I  defpair,  of  once  more  hearing 
our  Patriot  Commoner  exerting  his  Elo- 
quence againft  continental  Meafures,  and 
once  more  declaring,  "  Not  a  man,  not  a 
♦'  fingle  Guinea  fhall  ever  be  fent  to  Ger- 
*'  many."     His  Friends  already  aflure  us, 
that  he  holds  himfelf  uninfluenced   by  any 
Obligations,    Honours    or   Penfionsj    and 
that  whenever  the  Diftrefs  or  Danger  of 
his  Country  demands  his  Affidance,  he  will 
(land    forth  in    her  Defence.      A    motley 
Kind   of  Eloquence  indeed,    between  the 
fervile  Compliances  of  a  penfioned  Cour- 
tier, and  the  patriot  Spirit  of  a  Tribune  of 
the  People. 

The  Translator. 


E  N  D    of  the  Second  LETTER. 


General 


General  Reflections  upon  thefe  Letters. 

NEITHER  in  the  Petulance  of  attempting  to  be  a  Wit,  nor  fc-r 
the  poor  Rencwn  of  being /mart,  nor  yet  to  vindicate,  as  may  pofli- 
bly  be  fuipccled,  my  Reafon  by  my  Rifibility,  did  I  affume  the  Tone 
and  Air  of  Pleafantry.  The  right  honourable  Perfon  has  made  hi? 
Apjxral  to  the  Publick,  and  every  Individiml  of  that  PubHck  is  au- 
thorifed  to  deliver  his  Sentiments  upon  it,  in  his  own  Manner,  ac- 
cording to  the  A-Ieafure  of  his  Knowledge,  his  Abilities  and  Under- 
flanding.  For  my  Part,  I  was  determined  to  try  the  Gentleman's 
Condud  by  every  Kind  of  Proof,  even  by  that  of  Ridicule.  If  he 
finks  under  this  Proof,  which  is  generally  allowed  to  be  no  nica^ 
Teft  of  Truth,  his  Relignation  is  blameable  ;  and  then  it  is  of  little 
Importance,  by  what  FormiS  of  Trial  he  flands  condemned.  If  he 
can  fiand  this  Procefs,  he  will  come  forth  from  it,  like  Gold  from  the 
Furnace,  brighter  and  purer,  and  certainly  not  injured  in  his  Weiglit. 

Some  Exprefl^.ons  in  thefc  Papers  may  poffibly  be  taxed  with  too 
much  Levity,  and  others  clurged  with  too  much  Severity  ;  yctwlien, 
in  the  firfl  of  thefe  Letters,  whoever  ivUbdTa'ws  his  gcod  0/i/iicn  from 
the  right  honourable  Perfon  is  reprefented  as  cafricious  and  ungenerous, 
and  rated  for  a  Creduli/y,  ivcak  as  injurious  ( I  prcfi  me  (he  (jcntlcman 
means  unji.ft)  when,  in  the  fecond  Letter,  all,  wlio  difl'cr  from  the 
Writer's  Sentiments,  are  frankly  called  Fools  and  Knaves,  furely  fuch 
Coarfenefs  of  ExpreiTioa  will  jnftify  all  Kinds  of  Language  in  return. 

I  DO  not  m.ake  any  over-earnell  Profefllons  of  my  own  Impartialii)-. 
I  do  net  think  myfeif  exempted  from  that  common  Lot  of  all  human 
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Underfrandings,  the  being  placed  between  Reafon  and  Pati.on  ;  be- 
tween Prejudice  and  Impartiality.  I  greatly  fear,  that  our  Friends 
are  not  always  impartial ;  I  truly  believe,  that  our  Enenaies  are  not 
always  malignant. 

I  CONFESS,  I  did  not  imagine  this  extraordinary  Refignation  was 
an  Objedl  of  fuch  prefent  Importance,  or  probably  produclive  of  fuch 
future  Confequences,  either  good  or  evil,  cs  to  require  any  mighty 
Solemnity  in  the  JManner  of  treating  it  ;  and  perhaps  the  following 
Reflexions  may  convince  my  Readers,  it  was  not  for  ^vant  of  many 
a  fcrious  Argument,  that  I  have  chofen  thofe  of  Raillery  and  Ridi- 
cule. But  here  let  me  be  permitted  to  lay  before  the  Publick  fome 
Circumll;ances  concerning  it,  of  which  they  have  not  yet  been  inform- 
ed, and  upon  which  they  may  with  abfolute  Certainty  rely. 

When  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  entered  into  Miniilry,  he 
found  every  thing  yielding  to  his  Ambition.  The  late  King,  whofc 
Love  for  his  native  Country  may  juftly  be  numbered  among  his  Vir- 
tues, muft  have  certainly  been  highly  fatisfied  with  a  Minifter,  who 
fo  largely  gratified  his  favourite  Paflion  :  who  poured  forth  the  Etood 
and  Treafures  of  Great  Britain  into  Hano^•cr,  with  a  Profufion,  which 
no  other  Minifter  durlt  have  ventured,  or  muft  have  ventured  at  the 
Hazard  of  his  Head.  Such  were  the  effeds  of  that  Influence,  which 
he  had  gained  over  the  People,  by  repeated  Profeffions  of  his  Zeal 
for  their  Service ;  as  if  their  Interefts  were  not  united  w  ith  thofe  of 
the  other  great  Members  of  the  S;ate,  or  as  if  they  could,  even  in 
Idea,  be  feparated  from  thofe  of  the  Sovereign.  His  Majcfty's  Ser- 
vants in  council  filently  acquiefctd  (^nor  would  I  willingly  impute  it  to 

them 
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them  as  a  Crime)  in  this  continental  Prodigality.  Every  part  of  Ad- 
miniftration  concurred  in  a  Compliance  with  his  Diredions  ;  I  am 
afliamed  to  fay,  in  an  implicjte  Obedience  to  his  Commands.  P'leets 
were  equipped  ;  Regiments  were  raifed,  Expeditions  appointed,  and 
the  Treafury  gave  forth  its  Millions  to  his  Order. 

Thus  did  he  exercife  a  Kind  of  Defpotifm,  unknown  to  the  Con- 
ftitution,  and  deflrudtivc  of  every  Idea  of  Liberty,  until  he  was  oppof- 
ed,  for  the  lirft  Time  even  by  his  own  Account  oppofed,  in  a  Alca- 
fure  too  precipitate,  too  important  and  too  unjuft,  to  be  complied  with 
either  by  his  Majefly,  or  his  Servants.  He  propofed  an  immediate 
Declaration  of  War  againft  Spain,  at  a  Time,  when  flie  was  giving 
us  every  Affurance  of  her  Inclination  to  preferve  the  Peace  and  Ami- 
ty, fubfilling  between  the  two  Nations,  and  which  it  is  their  mutual 
Interelt  to  preferve. 

It  is  hardly  conceivable,  that  he  could  either  dcfire,  or  cxpe6l  to 
fucceed  in  fuch  an  extravagant  Propofal.  What  !  to  declare  War,  and 
commence  Hoftilities  againft:  a  friendly  Nation,  without  afking  a  Sa- 
tisfaction for  any  fuppofcd  Infults,  a  Redrefs  of  Injuries,  or  even  ar.  Ex- 
planation of  Grievances  !  The  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations  ;  the  Ob- 
ligations of  Treaties;  the  common  Senfe  of  Equity  and  Reafon  equal- 
ly difclaim  a  Proceeding,  as  unjuft,  as  precipitate. 

But  what  have  the  Spaniards  already  done  to  provoke  the  Gentle- 
man's Indignation,  and  jullify  his  Refentment  .''  He  neither  urged  any 
particular  Inftance  of  their  Partiality  to  the  French  ;  nor  any  new  Vio- 
lations of  our  long-contefted  Rights  to  cutting  Logwood,  nor  even 
their  Injuftice  with  regard  to  the  Antigallican  and  her  Prize,  which, 
befides  fome  other  Indignities,  he  temperately  endured  through  the 
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whole  Courfe  of  his  admlniftration.  But,  fo  it  feems,  the  Fulnefs  of 
Tune  for  his  reiigning  was  not  yet  arrived ;  he  was  not  yet  tired  of 
guiding  and  governing.  But  when  he  had  taken  a  nearer  View  of  the 
Port,  to  which  the  Veffel  was  driving  with  all  the  Sails  he  had  crowd- 
ed upon  her ;  when  he  faw  the  Rocks  and  Shallows  and  Breakers, 
that  threatened  his  Entrance  into  the  Harbour;  when  he  faw  the 
Coafl:  covered  with  the  fhip-wrecked  Reputations  of  former  Minlflers, 
he  prudently  quitted  the  Helm,  and  retired,  a  fimple  Paflenger,  to 
his  Cabin. 

But  really  what  had  Spain  already  done?  She  had  written  to 
France  to  defire  her  good  Offices  with  Great  Britain ;  that  when  her 
Miniiler  was  forming  the  general  Articles  of  Peace,  he  might  likewife 
pay  fome  Attention  to  certain  Matters  of  mutual  Complaint  between 
us  and  the  Spaniards,  which  might  poffibly  occafion  fome  future  Rup- 
ture between  the  two  Kingdoms,  and  difturb  the  Tranquility  of  Eu- 
rope. What  is  there  either  fo  injurious,  or  offenlive  in  this  Proceed- 
ing, that  could  have  juflified  the  Nation  in  declaring  War,  or  could 
particularly  juftify  the  Minilter,  who  had  borne,  with  rather  a  too  paf- 
liye  Spirit,  fome  real  Indignities  from  the  Spaniards;  fome  real  Injuftice. 

Mr.  Bussy  probably  exceeded  his  CommifTion,  or  executed  it 
with  Tnfolence  ;  or  if  this  Letter  could  reafonably  give  Umbrage  to 
us,  why  not  call  for  an  Explanation  of  it  ?  Why  not  demand  a  Copy 

of  it,    and  if  denied "    No  :    the  Spaniards  will   certainly  de- 

"  clare  War  againft  us.  Let  us  prevent  them."  When  it  was  urg- 
ed that  they  '\\ould  think  twice  before  they  declared  War  againft 
this  Kingdom  :  "  I  will  not  give  them  Leave  to  think,"  was  the  fpirit- 
ed  Anfwer  of  our  Aliniiler.     "  This  is  the  Time;  let  us  crufh  the 

whole 
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<«  whblc  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  But,  if  the  Members  of  this  Board 
•'  arc  of  another  Opinion,  this  is  the  laft  Time  I  fliall  ever  mix  in 
"  its  Counfels.  I  was  called  into  Minilliy  by  tlie  Voice  of  the  Peo- 
'^'  pie,  and  to  them  I  hold  myfelf  anfwerablc  for  my  Condud.  I 
*'  am  to  thank  the  Minifters  of  the  /ate  King  for  their  Support. 
*'  I  have  ferved  my  Country  with  Succefs,  but  I  will  not  be  ref- 
*'  jwnfible  for  the  Conduft  of  the  V\''ar  any  longer,  than  while  I 
*'  have  the  Diredion  of  it,"  This  hd  Declaration  was  by  no  means 
equivocal.  It  was  a  frank  and  open  Demand  of  an  unlimited  Ali- 
tliority,  and  unconditional  Obedience. 

The  noble  Lord,  who  prefided  in  this  Council;  to  whom  Years 
have  added  the  Wifdom  of  Experience  without  abating  the  Vigour 
and  Fire  of  Youth ;    whpfe  natural  and  acquired  Abilities  are  un- 
queftioTiably  as  great,  as  ever  this  Gentleman  could  boaft ;  \\ho  was 
himlclf  as  bold  a  Minifler,  as  ever  direded  the  Affairs  of  this  Na- 
tion,   made  him  this  temperate  Reply.     "  I  find  the  Gentlem.an  is 
•"  determined  to  leave  us,  nor  can  I  fay,  I  am  forry  for  it;  fince  he 
*'  would  ctheru  ife  have  certainly  coirpelled  us  to  leave  Him.     But 
*'  if  he  be  refolved  io  afluiiie  the  Right  of  adviiing  his  Majefty, 
"  and  directing  the  Operations  of  the  War,  to  what  Purpofe  are  wo 
*'  called  to  this  Council  ?  V/hcn  he  talks  of  being  rcfponfible  to  the 
*'  People,    he  talks  the  Il:7-ngnage  of  (he  Hovife  of  Commons,    and 
*'  forgets,   tliat  at  this  Board,    he  Is  only  refponfihle  to  the  King. 
*'  HoAvcver,  though  he  may  pofTibly  ha\e  convinced  himfelf  of  his 
"  Infallibility,  flill  it  remains,  that  we  iliould  be  equally  convinced, 
*'  before  wc  can  refgn  our  Underftandings  to  his  Dircd^ion,  or  join 
*'  with  him  in  tlie  Meafure  he  propofes.'* 

G  He 
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He  bore  the  Rebuklngs  of  this  Anfvver  without  making  any  Reply, 
but  he  had   gone  too  far,  though  perhaps  not  without  repenting,  to 
retreat.     He  therefore  refigncd  the  Seals,  Avhich  were  received  with 
an  Eafe  and  Firmnefs,  that  he  probably  ver)'  little  expe<51ed.     The 
Kino-,  with  his  ufual  Goodnefs,  exprelTed  his  Concern  for  the  Lofj 
of  fo  able  a  Servant,  and  to  (hew  the  favourable  Senfc  he  entertained 
of  his  Services,  was  graciouily  pleafed  to  make  him  an  Offer  of  any 
Rewards  in  the  Power  of  the  Crown  to  beftow.     His  Majefty  then 
added,  with  regard  to  the  Meafiire  propofcd,  that  He  would  certainly 
have  found  Himfelf  under  the  greateft  DIfliculty,  how  to  have  i^fted, 
even  though  the  whole  Council  had  concurred  in  fupporting  it.     A 
Sentiment  of  infinite  Honour  to  Him,  who  uttered  It,  not  only  as  it 
afferts  a  royal  Prerogative,  which  for  the  Good  of  his  People  He 
Ihould  ever  prefcrve,  but  as  it  vindicates  thofc  nobler  Prerogatives  of 
his  Reafon,  his  Underflanding  and  his  Confcience.     But   thefe  Pre- 
rogatives, in  all  Probability,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  never 
thought  of.     However,  this  Condefcenfion,  with  which  he  was  treat- 
cd,  affedcd  him  ftrongly.      "  I  confcfs,  Sir,   I  had  but  too  much  Rea- 
"  fon  to  exped  your  Majefly's  Difpleafure.    I   did  not  come  prepared 
*'  for  this   exceeding  Goodnefs.     Pardon  me  Sir,  —  it  over-pov/ers  ; 
■*'  it  oppreiTes  me."     He  burfl  into  Tears. 

His  Lady's  Title,  and  his  own  Penfion,  were  fettled  next  Day 
between  Lord  Bute  and  Him;  when  certainly  the  Title,  and  pro- 
bably the  Sum  of  the  Penfion,  was  of  his  own  free  Choice.  His 
Friends  at  firft,  warmly  difclaimed  the  Infinuation  of  his  taking  a  Pen- 
fion. They  called  it  a  bafe  and  momentary  Artifice  to  blall:  his  Re- 
putation. They  difdained  his  receiving  any  Honours  from  a  Mafter, 
whom  he  no  longer  thought  proper  to  ferve,     "  What  Title,"  thus 

the 


[     ^-3     ] 

they  exclaimed,  *'  can  be  half  fo , honourable,  as  beFng  ftyled  the 
•'  Patriot  Minifter  ;  the  Alinifter  of  the  People  ?  What  Hono\ir  can 
"  defcend  to  his  Pofrcrity,  equal  to  the  hiftorical  Truth,  that  he 
"  has  faved  his  Country  from  Ruin  and  Reproach ;  that  he  has 
"  raifcd  her  to  Clor)'  and  Happinefs  ?"  But  iince  it  is  no  longer  an 
Infinuation,  that  he  has  received  his  Penfion ;  fince  his  accepting  a 
Title  for  his  Lady  can  be  no  longer  an  Artijk:  of  his  Enemies,  his 
Friends  endeavour  to  defend  his  blafted  Reputation. 

The  beft  attempt  for  this  Purpofe ,    yet  offered  to  the  publick, 
is  in  a  Pamphlet,    entitled,     '•The  ConduSi  of  a  ?  ight  hojiourable  Gen- 
tleman,  j:,fifit'd  bv  Facts,  and  upon  the  Principles  oj  the  Britijli  Con- 
jiitution.     It  is  wriien  with  Temper,   and  has  a  Degree  of  Know- 
ledge,   though  certainly  not  that  of  the  Britilli  Conflitutlon,    rarely 
founds  among  us  Pamphleteers.     His  firfl  Propolition  is,    that  Mr. 
Pitt  c-Aild  ncty  conffently  with  his  own  Safety,  continue  in  the  high  Pojl 
he  held,  after  being  forced  to  deviate  from  the  great  Lines  of  condu^ 
be  had  chalked  out  "when  he  frfl  entered  upon  it.     In  page  41,  he  tells 
us,  thus,  1  think,  I  have  fully  demonfl rated  my  firji  Prcpofition.     As 
he  has  not  thought  proper  to  inform  us  what  thcfe  great  Lines  cf 
Conducl  are  (perhaps  not  much  ftraighter  than  Hogarth's  Line  of  Beauty^ 
from  whence  the  right  honourable  Perfon  v)as  forced  to  deviate  -,  nor 
told  us,  why,  or  by  whom  he  was  thus  forced,  we  cannot  be  quite 
convinced,  that  he  has  dcmonllrated  his  firfl:  Propofition.     But  how 
demonfl;rated  ?  By   a    tedious   Detail  of  Injuries,    committed  againft 
us  by   Spain :    a  Detail   of  uncertain ,     unauthenticated  Fafls.       Let 
me  not  feem  to   fufpecl  the   Writer's  o^vn  Belief  of  thefe   Fads,  but 
granting  them  true;   granting,   that  Mr.  Pitt  was  convinced  of  their 
Truth,  yet  it  never  can  be  demonflrated  either  from  their  Truth,  or 
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his  Convidion ,  that  his  Refignatiofi  -".vas  neceflary  to  his  Safety. 
The  Reditude  or  Errour  of  his  Condudi:  in  this  Inilanci;  arifes  from 
the  Reafon,  which  he  himfelf  hath  given  for  it,  that  he  was  no  longer 
alloixed  to  guide. 

The  great  Chillingworth  repeatedly  cries  out,  the  Bible,  the  Bible 
is  the  Religion  of  Proteftants.     Thus  would  I  repeat,  the  Law,  thes 
Law  is  the  Britifh  Conilitution.     Where  therefore  is  the  Law,    by 
which  Mr.  Pitt's  Safety  could  have  been  affeded,   if  he  had  conti- 
nued in  Office,    after  the  Meafure  he  propofcd  of  declaring  War 
againft  Spain  was  rejeded  ?   "  But  evil  Councellors  are  liable  by  the 
"  Law  to  punifliment."     True;  and  may  they  ever  be  liable.     Yet 
the  Arliniftcr,  who  does  not  g;\'e  any  Counfel ;   who  enters  his  Proteft 
againll:  the  Counfel,  given  by  others,  fliall  lie  be  liable  to  Punifliment, 
as  an  evil  Counfellor  ?  If  for  the  fake  of  prefer ving  that  Unanimity,  'fo 
neccfiary  at  this  dangerous  Crifis  of  our  Affairs  ;   if  in  a  modefl:  Dif- 
fidence of  his  own  Judgment,  or  a  lefs  ou*rageous  Contempt  for  that' 
of  others,  jVIr.  Pitt  had  lilenfly  complied  with  the  united  Opiii,ions  or 
His  Majcfly,  and  all  the  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  could  fuch  Com- 
pliance  ever  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  Crime ;    could  it  endanger  his 
Safety  ?   If  there  be  any  Law,  that  declares  the  Guilt  of  fuch  Com- 
pliance,  or  tlircatcns  his  Safety  for  it,    let  it  be  produced ;   or  let  it 
never  be  urged  hereafter,  even  by  his  Fears,  whether  they  be  real  oi" 
affedled.  •  ■ 

Our  Writer,  fo  learned  in  the  Trhiiipks  and  Maxims  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Con'Xitutlon ,  is  candid  enough  to  acknowledge,  Pag.  51 .  that 
neithf  the  Conliifj-tton,  nor  Law.  cf  this  Country'  define  the  pofi  or  fo'Vdtt 
^  a  Minifler  of  i^iaie^  or  even  f^ppcfet  that  any  juch  can  exijK  '  True 
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indeed.  The  Conftitutlon  difclalms,  abhors  and  dreads  even  th.e 
Idea  of  fuch  a  Aliniller.  Yet,  ftrjinge  proof  how  a  bad  caiife  can 
pervert  a  good  Undcritanding  !  The  very  Gentleman,  \vho  makes 
this  candid  Concefllon,  founds  Mr.  Pitt's  ])efence  upon  his  being 
not  only  a'Miniflcr,  but  a  firft^  a  diretiing  Ivlinirter:  Terms,  as  new 
as  unknown  to  the  Conftitution  as  that  of  guiding,  and  as  heartily 
to  be  detcAed. 

It  is  the  peculiar  Excellence  of  this  Conftitution,  that  the  Powers 
of  Government  are  divided  amono;  tlie  three  Eftates  of  which  it  is 
compofed.  Should  anv  one  of  thefe  Ellates  become  poffcflcd  of  more 
than  its  proper  (hare  of  Power,  the  Coniiitution,  w^ith  all  its  BleiUngs 
of  Religion,  Liberty,  and  Properly,  is  inrtantiy  difTolvcd.  Tlie  King- 
becomes  a  Tyrant,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  an  Ariftocracy,  and  the  People 
a  Democracy,  Shall  one  Alan  therefore,  a  limple  Citizen,  dare  to  af- 
fume  to  himfelf  all  the  different  Powers  of  Government?  Shall  he  pre- 
fiimc  to  make  War  and  Peace?  Shall  he  raife  Armies,  fit  out  Fleets, 
plan  Expeditions,  and  lavifli  away  the  publick  Treafure,  under  this 
new-invented  Tide,  a  guiding  Miniller?  The  very  Claim  of  fuch  a 
Power  is  an  infolent  Outrage  to  the  Laws,  tlie  Conftitution,  the  Li- 
berty of  our  Country,  and  this  Right  Honourable  Perfon  is  the  lirlr, 
tliat  ever  made  this  outrageous  Claim.  If  any  one  Man  were  ca- 
pable of  executing  fuch  a  Power,  yet  never  fliould  it  be  intrufted,  (I 
fpeak  with  all  poflible  Reverence  and  Refped,)  no,  not  for  a  Mo- 
ment to  any  one  Alan,  even  to  the   best  of  Sovereigns. 

If  among  the  great  Lines  of  this  Gentleman's  Conduff,  he  de- 
termined never  to  join  in  any  Meafure,  which  he  was  not  alloived  to 
guide ;  or,  in  fomewhat  modefter  Language,  if  he  refolved  to  refign, 

H  whenever 
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whenever  he  was  unable  to  convince  the  other  Members  of  the- 
Council,  of  the  Wifdom,  the  Jnltice,  or  Utility  of  the  Meafiires  he 
propofed,  peimit  me  to  aik,  what  muft  be  the  Confequence,  if  every 
other  Member,  (and  liis  equal  Right,  I  prefume,  will  not  be  denied) 
fhould  take  the  fame  Rcfolution  ?  In  vain  will  his  Majefty  call  to- 
irether  a  Number  of  his  Servants  for  their  Advice  in  Matters  of  Doubt 
and  Importance,  if  each  of  them  in  his  Tnrn,  may  withdraw  him- 
felf  from  .his  Duty  to  his  Country,  for  I  prefume  fuch  a  Duty  will 
be  acknowledged,   whenever  his  Opinion  is  contradifted. 

But  it  feems  the  right  honourable  Perfon  is  not  difabled  by  his 
Refignation,  from  offering  hit  opinion  to  Bs  MajeHy,  his  Parliament  and 
his  Council  ivith  as  much  Freedom,    a/id  "with  more  nveight ,  than  he, 
could  /-WW  had,  had  he  retained  the  Serh  af  his  Office.    In  what  manner 
he  will  exert  his  Abiliiies,  or  ihew  forth  his  Zeal  for  his  Country, 
and  his  inviolable  Attachment  to  the  Interefts  of  the  People,  he  pro- 
bably has  not  yet  determined.     Perhaps,   he  will  endeavour  to  con- 
vince the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  is  endowed  witli  fome  pe-^ 
diliai'  Spirit,   fome  certain  fuperior  Inftin(5t,  fitted  for  planning  arid" 
executing  all  the  great  Meafures  of  Government.     But  I  truly  hold^ 
it  of  little  Importance  to  the  State  of  the  Nation,  whether  fie'-fits 
in  -the  filence  of  his  Penfion,  or  rifes,  in  the  Spleen  of  difappdinled' 
Ambition,  a  futile  Declaimer  againft  the  Meafures  of  Government. 


FINIS. 


